6                     THE  FOUNDATIONS  OF  PERSONALITY

the individual himself. The manner in which persons react to social-
cultural situations will be determined only in part by the nature of the
stimuli. Many crucial factors determining behavior and hence adjustment
lie within the individual. There are first of all certain basic original and
learned reflexes related to the physiological survival of the person which
operate with but slight variation among individuals. Furthermore, be-
cause of training, people in a given society or group come to react more
or less alike and automatically in a particular situation. Thus in our society
an individual is not permitted much variation in matters of moral import.
All must wear clothes, for instance, before they dare appear in public; or,
in the performance of skilled acts in work or play, success depends chiefly
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FIGURE i, showing schematically the variations in the manner in which an in-
dividual may react.
upon more or less identical performance among those who engage in
these activities. But in many situations considerable deviation in response
to the same stimulus is possible. Thus, children may react in rather diverse
fashion to some action of a father, these divergences doubtless being due
to differences in the reactive systems of the children themselves. In still
other matters we may find a variety of stimuli which induce relatively
similar or identical reactions in a group of individuals. For example, an
act of delinquency or crime, like truancy or stealing, may be motivated by
a wide range of situations in the family, in the school, or in the wider com-
munity. Finally, in some instances, we find both a variety of stimuli and a
diversity of response within the same total situation. Thus ordinarily the
varied conditions of home, school, or community induce a considerable
divergence in the reactions of the individuals upon whom these stimuli
impinge. Figure i indicates schematically the four possibilities in the re-